Ivfeel to state I M MM of I he r«a*OM why I cannot 
be a practicing Kora.n ; n fall fo . I w nip: 



1J The Church it in t of sympathy with people vshose views 
on pocial and political questions might be described as 

"literal" Said ay friend, "I've never Mil a Bonoa 

who was prc-l' bor." 

2) The IMM lie views Ul leaders aapouse — vie^p 
contrary to fcfca traditional cooperative Bpilrit f the 
or-iijn :■ ;ie — < .. rip the br^ad of the world to him 
who can get it ; . 

o) '/nile ayUg lio-servloe to knowleJge and ■ truth" 

• 

its hierarchy has consciously and a§graa»ive.y b en 
obPcurantiPt in thot BBi set ; 

4) The Church has been po busy proving to itself that 
it hap al3 truth tht it h s entirely neglected to* 

I Jfe-lllualn«-:tlng iMigfetfl of raost secular poets, 
iroonetr, i1 tlanti 1 

5) 3y I subtle eni orsement , una onsc iuusly given, its 
leaders (who are for the most part successful business- 

sa } aaiarvTlta the proposition tfeat aan can •< rve 

two .-rasters... on going to the •arfc»t*pla*« too 

often i ip adherent? ieuve their Christian rinciples 
at hom ; 



. . • two 

C) The Church place? its wh lo Otftpbasil on ''obeying 
WmmmtmnUP — lOWllaiita a ale a are superimposed 
over ail other ex erience a 'learning ; 1*4 corre?- 
pondingly it aftf Mgle«t«4 the jar a mount truth that 

man'? first duty i?/to be true to blaaalf for 

after all, men should find in the prosecution of their 
tally tasks fulfillment and not frustration of their 
human n tares ; 

7) It? followers have erected a "heal til code'' into a 
c-uoer-rej Uion which itself overrides whatever reul 
content thr wcrshin tad religious activities of the 
Church have: anticipated oatwari behavior r s b- 
scured the vita] inner man; the letter has killed 
the solrit ; 

6) Its absorption in "par 90 sal relip-ion' — which at 
times is much too personal — borlers on i -religion ; 

The believers view theiselves seif-r i^ ; .it-o isly, 
ana society co tp] cently ; their obre-si n with 
personal piety toe ofien is s form of social i ..piety ; 

10} fellowship 1" vide difficult because too amaj 

s imui taneously 
members f lad it aaaf to a< /devout imoai and devout 

anti- enites, 1 vers of their feliowaen in public and 

I^eirrophcbes ; n jrlvate ; 



...t/.ree 

II) It is a domrerous half-truth to say, as trie hareh 
bar Mil, that if we change the Individual no nil. of 
necessity change the social order — -acre dangerous yet 
when its companion half-truth is forgotten and unspoken ; 

It) In their preoccupation with I future life its worsni >- 
era 'iioot attitudes of unconcern, and policies of Lftftetlea, 
which are insensitive to tlM oress of the ore pent ; 

13) The Church hap reeotlei so far iron tral i t i ; nu, rellgi u 
ti. i it h-.p created, in itP services, un v--u.<. tic .vietd-aid, 
ani Mli allowed the true mystical iraoulses to go unfed ; 

14) There is only a ploee in its re era? : r the. ortnoiox : 
the sensitive conscience which would a vol! hypocrisy must 
choose between lOO.b regularity and 100> non-participation ; 

Ml |Hta I B s r *H respectfully, in the realization that the 

Chrueh contains auch th t ip -cod, true, end beautiful 

ani that it fills a felt need for most of Its adherent e. I 

nevertheless feel that I ftftfiot enter into full communion 

Mth the church, indeel cannot commune wit. it at all in 

zoo] c cUnce, a^ I a- .«•- th- pc ; t ! t-> s, II •• 

principles — ind t;.e -en who further the .1 i .: .i^-u:- u.c 
- 

Church . 

: .te. : rt u oil 



